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Introduction 

In my family, we have a saying:  “Birthdays are a season, not just a day.”  There is, of course, the 
birthday day itself, and those who can will celebrate with the honoree on that day.  However, those who 
cannot be present on that one day insist on sharing the occasion either before or after.  The good news is 
that everyone gets their chance, and the honoree usually gets more than one celebration. 

The same was true during America’s Centennial.  There were too many players and too many events to fit 
into one day, July 4, 1876, the actual 100th birthday of the United States of America.  As happened with 
our Bicentennial in 1976, the recognition and celebration of the 1876 Centennial began long before the 
birthday, and continued for some time after.  It became more of a “Centennial of Important Events in 
America’s Revolutionary War” season, and it lasted from at least 1874 until 1877. 

This “Declaration of Independence” category of Centennial medals includes those medals dedicated to the 
“birthday” event; that is, the actual anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence on the 
Fourth of July, 1776, and selected events surrounding that momentous occasion.  Who “selected” those 
events, you might ask?  Simple.  Anyone who comissioned or struck a medal that fits our definition.  
They did their job.  Now it’s our job to collect them! 
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80.  98th Anniversary/”Long May It Wave” 

 (3.3 x) (3.3 x) 

Obverse:  Inside a denticled rim, within a raised inner circle and surrounded by cloud-like swirls:  “JULY 
/ 4 / 1874”; below at 6:00, a raised pellet separating the beginning and the end of the inscription:  “98TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE”. 

Reverse:  Inside a smooth raised rim, the American flag flying left on a staff with halyard; around 
clockwise from 9:00 to 2:00:  LONG MAY IT WAVE; around from 2:30 to 7:00, 13 stars.  This design is 
sometimes referred to as the “Union League flag,” though even the Union League knows of no 
explanation for the designation. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Diameter:  24.8 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

White Metal 80wm 
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90.  Begin our 100th Year 

 (2.7 x) (2.7 x) 

Obverse:  In the shape of a 12-pointed star, inside a depressed circular field, the cracked Liberty Bell 
with suspension yoke; above around from 10:00 to 2:00”  LIBERTY BELL.”; a dashes-and-dots graphic 
element at 8:00 and 4:00; below:  “1776”; outside the circular field, the star points exhibit a raised waffle 
design. 

Reverse:  Inside a depressed, vaguely octagonal, field, an 8-pointed star, in the center of which is the 
inscription:  “JULY / 5 /1875” surrounded by cloud-like swirls; outside that inscription, beginning at the 
top:  BEGIN / OUR / 100TH / YEAR”; the star points outside the octagon exhibit the same waffle design 
as the obverse. 

This medal is pictured on page 17 in “American Centennial Tokens and Medals” by Arlie Slabaugh, 
where the author refers to it as a size 14 medal.  That is because the obverse is struck with the size 14 die, 
Lingg  design number 10 (Liberty Bell with dashes).  Holland lists this medal as his number 158 and 
states its dimensions as size 19 (about 30 mm.). 

Cross-refs:  H-158. 

Size:  30 mm. x 30 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

White Metal 90wm 
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100.  Liberty Bell/Century of Liberty 

 (6.4 x) (6.4 x) 

Obverse:  The cracked Libetry Bell with suspension yoke; rope design around rim; to left:"1776"; to 
right:  "1876". 

Reverse:  The numeral "1" within a laurel wreath of two branches crossed and tied at the bottom; 
clockwise around from 8:00:  "A CENTURY OF LIBERTY"; rope design around the rim. 

Cross-refs:   F-540, H-170 

Diameter:  12.8 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Bronze 100bz 
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110.  Thomas Jefferson / July 4th Commemoration 

 (x) (x) 

Obverse:  Inside a denticled rim, a half-figure to left of Thomas Jefferson; clockwise around from 10:00:  
“TH. JEFFERSON BORN AP. 2. 1743. DIED JULY 4. 1826”. 

Reverse:  Within a denticled rim, the union shield inside a semi-wreath of two laurel branches tied at 
bottom; below the wreath a decorative device; clockwise around from 8:00:  “TO COMMEMORATE 
JULY 4 . 1776”. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Diameter:   mm.  Edge:   

Alloy No.  

White Metal 110wm 

  

  

Publication fees 
paid to the 

American Numismatic Society. 
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120.  An Appeal to Heaven 

 (2.9 x) (2.9 x) 

Obverse:  A shield-shaped medal with raised flat rim and integral loop.  An obelisk resembling the 
Washington Monument (which was not yet completed in 1876) flanked by two flags, the left depicting a 
tree with “AN APPEAL” above “TO HEAVEN” below; the right with 13 stars (twelve encircling one) 
and seven stripes, 3 plain and four hashed; above the obelish the Federal shield; inscription above the 
obelisk:  “OUR” to left and “FLAG” to right; to left of the obelisk:  “1776”; to right:  “1876.” 

Reverse:  Between two diagonal lines:  ”U.S. / CENTENNIAL / MEDAL.”; to left and right of the 
“U.S.” is a vine-shaped device; above the upper line is a parallel row of 19 trefoils; below the lower line a 
row of 18 trefoils; above the upper diagonal line is another Federal shield. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Size:  35.6 mm high x 28.0 mm wide Edge:  Plain  

Alloy No. 

White Metal 120wm 
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130.  Eagle/1776-1876 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 (2.8 x) (2.8 x) 

Obverse:  Inside a denticled rim, an eagle with outstretched wings holding 3 arrows in its left claw and an 
olive branch in its right claw; 10 stars around and above; pennant below (if any words on pennant, 
unreadable in my specimens). 

Reverse:  Inside a denticled rim, a five-pointed star in center between finials to left and right; "1776" 
above and "1876" below. 

Crudely executed; even the diameter varies from sample to sample, as well as on individual medals, 
which are often out of round. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Die-sinker:  Dorman 

Diameter:  29.2 mm. Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Bronze 130bz 
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140.  Our Republic/Blank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 (1.8x) (1.8x) 

Obverse:  An oval medal depicting a spread eagle, head right, with a laurel branch in its right talon, four 
arrows in its left talon; above in two lines "OUR / REPUBLIC"; below in one line: "100 YEARS OLD"; 
outside on a sloped border are 13 five-pointed stars. 

Reverse:  Blank 

The obverse is black, darker than it appears in the obverse photo.  The contrast and brightness have been 
increased to improve legibility. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Size:  43.2 mm wide x 53.6 high.  Edge:  Plain   

Alloy No. 

Gutta Percha 140gp 
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150.  Abraham Lincoln/Centennial of American Independence 

 (2.0x) (2.0x) 

Obverse:  Bust of Abraham Lincoln to right; to left:  “ABRAHAM”; to right:  “LINCOLN”. 

Reverse:  Within a border of raised triangles, in eight lines, the last curved, “OUR / NATION'S / 
FREEDOM / ACHIEVED BY / WASHINGTON / AND / PERPETUATED BY / LINCOLN; clockwise 
around from 7:00:  “CENTENNIAL OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 1876”; at 6:00, three six-
pointed stars ; 

Cross-refs:  F-24, H-35, HK-73 

Diameter:  39.7 mm.  Edge:  ? 

Alloy No.  

Silver 150si 

Bronze 150bz 

White Metal 150wm 

Photos courtesy of 
Heritage Auctions 
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160.  Washington & Grant/"Dedicated to the People…" 

 (1.9 x) (1.9 x) 

Obverse:  Shield of the U.S. with thirteen stripes and thirteen stars in chief; perched atop, a rampant 
eagle, head left, three arrows in its left claw, an olive branch in its right; in its beak, a banner emblazoned 
with "E PLURIBUS UNUM'; to left stands George Washington in uniform, head right, drawn sword in 
right hand, left hand on the shield; to right stands Ulysses S, Grant in civilian attire, right hand on the 
shield; beneath and around the shield, a ribbon emblazoned:  "WASHINGTON / 1776" on the left and 
"U.S.GRANT / 1876" on the right; the shield and both figures standing on a ground field, in exergue:  
"CENTENNIAL"; near the rim at 6:00:  "F X KOEHLER"; around, clockwise from 8:00, are 25 five-
pointed stars. 

Reverse:  Within a laurel wreath, tied at 6:00, with a five-pointed star at 12:00, in eight lines, the first 
curved:  DEDICATED / TO THE / PEOPLE OF THE / UNITED STATES / AS A MEMORIAL / OF 
THE FIRST / CENTURY OF / LIBERTY" 

Cross-refs:  B-409,  H-90, HK-118-118b. 

Diameter:  42.2 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Silver 160si 

Gilt 160gi  

Bronze 160bz 

White Metal 150wm 
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170.  Stephen Douglas/Declaration of Independence 

      (4.2 x)            (4.2 x) 

Obverse:  Inside a denticled rim, bust of Stephen Douglas in civil dress, slighly right; around, clockwise 
from 8:30:  "STEPHEN A" and from 2:00:  "DOUGLAS"; inside that, clockwise from 8:45:  "LITTLE" 
and from 2:00:  "GIANT". 

Reverse:  Inside a denticled rim, in six lines:  "THE DECLARATION / OF / INDEPENDENCE / WAS 
ADOPTED / JULY 4 / 1776"; the top line curved and the remaining five straight. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Diameter:   19.3mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

White Metal 170wm 
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180.  Jefferson-Adams/Declaration of Independence 

 (4.2x) (4.2x) 

Obverse:  Inside a denticled rim, in eight lines:  "JEFFERSON / WAS ITS / HONORED AUTHOR / & / 
ADAMS, / THE / PILLAR / OF ITS SUPPORT"; the top three lines curved, the next three straight, and 
the last two curved. 

Reverse:  Inside a denticled rim, in six lines:  "THE DECLARATION / OF / INDEPENDENCE / WAS 
ADOPTED / JULY 4 / 1776"; the top line curved and the remaining five straight. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Diameter:   19.3 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Silver 180si 

Bronze 180bz 

Brass 180bs 

White Metal 180wm 
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“Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776” 
by John Trumbull 

Perhaps the most iconic image that comes to mind when we think of the Declaration of Independence is 
the magnificent painting by John Trumbull.  This work of art is the subject of the next series of 
Declaration of Independence medals.  It was commissioned in 1817, completed in 1819, and hung in 1826 
in the Rotunda of the United States Capitol in Washington, D.C., where it resides to this day. 

The painting is very often inaccurately described as the signing of the Declaration of Independence, but in 
fact it depicts the scene in which the draft Declaration is presented by the Committee of Five to John 
Hancock, the President of the Second Continental Congress.  The Committee consisted of the original 
authors of the draft:  John Adams of Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania, Thomas 
Jefferson of Virginia, Robert Livingston of New York, and Roger Sherman of Connecticut. 

Trumbull includes 42 of the 56 signers of the Declaration, plus 5 non-signers, for a total of 47 figures in 
the scene.  His goal had been to paint all of the signers from life, but he was only able to manage 42, so he 
filled in with five non-signers who had been involved in the debate but were not themselves signers.  The 
issue is somewhat moot, however, since there was never a time when all the signers had ever been in that 
room of Independence Hall anyway. 

On the next page is a picture of the painting, and below that is the U.S. Government’s listing of who’s 
who in the painting. 

For an interactive version of the painting, where you can simply click on each figure, go to: 
http://www.quiz-tree.com/Declaration-of-Independence-Trumbull.html. 

On the page after the painting begin three diagrams, the first two describing the four different dies in the 
series of Centennials that depict Trumbull’s painting, and the third shows the nine die marriages (mules) 
in the set.  Note that three of the mules are merchant tokens, not medals, but they are included for 
completeness.  Also, two of the mules (#5 and #7) do not depict the painting, but they are part of the 
“family tree “ of this set. 

  

http://www.quiz-tree.com/Declaration-of-Independence-Trumbull.html


Declaration of Independence Medals 
   

Declaration of Independence 131119 14 of 61       © 2013, Ron Abler 

 

 

 



Declaration of Independence Medals 
   

© 2013, Ron Abler 15 of 61  Declaration of Independence 131119 
 



Declaration of Independence Medals 
   

Declaration of Independence 131119 16 of 61       © 2013, Ron Abler 

 

 

  



Declaration of Independence Medals 
   

© 2013, Ron Abler 17 of 61  Declaration of Independence 131119 

 

  



Declaration of Independence Medals 
   

Declaration of Independence 131119 18 of 61       © 2013, Ron Abler 

  

190.  (Mule 1) Committee of Five / George Washington 

 (x) (x) 

Obverse:  A copy of Trumbull's painting depicting the Declaration of Independence committee 
submitting its report to Congress in 1776; above, in two straight lines:  "THE // DECLARATION"; below 
in two straight lines:  "OF INDEPENDENCE // 1776"; without "DEMAREST. SC."  Type 1a of the 
Trumbull depictions, without "Demarest SC" and without the standing figure to immediate right of 
rightmost window on rear wall. 

Reverse:  Undraped bust of George Washington to right; "Lovett" in truncation; above, around clockwise 
from 7:00:  "TO COMMEMORATE THE 100TH  ANNIVERSARY OF"; below, counterclockwise 
around from 7:00 in two lines:  "THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE"; around the outside an 
ornamental border consisting of a repeating sequence of three elements:  1) four horsemen galloping to 
left, 2) three platoons of infantry, and 3) a four-petaled floret; arranged in the following sequence, each 
element separated with a floret, clockwise from 12:00:  two infantry, two horsemen, infantry, horsemen, 
infantry, horsemen. 

Cross-refs:  B-389, F-22, H-33, HK-78-79b. 

Diameter:  42.1.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

White Metal 190wm 
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Proxy Pix 

200.  (Mule 2) Committee of Five / George Washington 

 (x) (x) 

Obverse:  A copy of Trumbull's painting depicting the Declaration of Independence committee 
submitting its report to Congress in 1776; above, in two straight lines:  "THE // DECLARATION"; below 
in two straight lines:  "OF INDEPENDENCE // 1776; in exergue:  DEMAREST. SC."  Type 1b of the 
Trumbull depictions, with "DEMAREST, SC" and without the standing figure to immediate right of 
rightmost window on rear wall. 

Reverse:  Undraped bust of George Washington to right; 42 mm.Lovett" in truncation; above, around 
clockwise from 7:00:  "TO COMMEMORATE THE 100TH  ANNIVERSARY OF"; below, 
counterclockwise around from 7:00 in two lines:  "THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE"; 
around the outside an ornamental border consisting of a repeating sequence of three elements:  1) four 
horsemen galloping to left, 2) three platoons of infantry, and 3) a four-petaled floret; each element 
separated with a floret, arranged in the following sequence,: clockwise from 12:00:  two infantry, two 
horsemen, infantry, horsemen, infantry, horsemen. 

Cross-ref:  Baker 388, HK 75-77. 

Diameter:  42.1 mm..  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No.  

Bronze 200bz 

White Metal 200wm 
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210.  (Mule 3) Committee of Five / Declaration Signers 

 (1.8 x) (1.8 x) 
Obverse:  A representation of John Trumbull’s 1819 painting of the Committee of Five presenting the draft 
Declaration of Independence to Congress.  Abovein two lines:  “DECLARATION // OF” and below in two 
lines:  “INDEPENDENCE // JULY 4TH 1776.”  In small letters below”  "DEMAREST. SC."  Type 1b. 

Reverse:  A composite of the signatures of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Diameter:  42.1 mm.  Edge:  Plain  

Alloy No. 

Bronze 210bz  

  

Photos courtesy of 
Joe Levine 
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220.  (Mule 4) Committee of Five / Hancock Quote 

 (1.8 x)  (1.8 x) 

Obverse:  A copy of Trumbull's painting depicting the Declaration of Independence committee 
submitting its report to Congress in 1776; above, in two straight lines:  "THE // DECLARATION"; below 
in two straight lines:  "OF INDEPENDENCE // 1776; in exergue:  DEMAREST. SC."  Type 1b of the 
Trumbull depictions, with "DEMAREST, SC" and without the standing figure to immediate right of 
rightmost window on rear wall. 

Reverse:  In the center, a facsimile of John Hancock's bold signature; above near the rim, clockwise from 
10:00, in two lines:  "WORDS SPOKEN BY JOHN HANCOCK, AFTER SIGNING // THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE"; below that, an arc of 13 six-pointed stars; below the signature, 
in five lines, the last two curved:  "THERE! JOHN BULL // CAN READ THAT NAME // WITHOUT 
SPECTACLES, // NOW LET HIM // DOUBLE HIS REWARD". 

Levine described this in Lot # 6901 223 as follows::  JOHN HANCOCK SIGNATURE MEDAL, 1876. 
Baker 391G. 42.3mm. White Metal. Abraham Demarest. Sc. Uncirculated with a proof-like surface.  The 
obverse bears a large signature of John Hancock and the defiant quotation, “There John Bull can read that 
name without spectacles, let him double his reward.” The reverse is a depiction of Trumbull’s painting of 
the Report of the Committee of 5 with the Declaration of Independence. In small letters at bottom: 
DEMAREST, SC. There are a number of long die breaks at the bottom of the reverse.  R-F’s 391G is 
described as also having a reverse die with the name DEMAREST omitted. (the reverse of Baker 389). 
This die, with the name present, was used as the reverse of Baker 388. 

Cross-refs:  B-391G. 

Diameter:  42.1 mm.  Edge:  Plain  

Alloy No. 

White Metal 220wm 

  

 

Photos courtesy of 
Malcolm Jones 
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230.  (Mule 5) Committee of Five / Hancock Quote 

 (1.8 x)  (1.8 x) 

Obverse:  A copy of Trumbull's painting depicting the Declaration of Independence committee 
submitting its report to Congress in 1776; above, in two straight lines:  "THE // DECLARATION"; below 
in two straight lines:  "OF INDEPENDENCE // 1776.  Type 1a of the Trumbull depictions, without 
"DEMAREST, SC" and without the standing figure to immediate right of rightmost window on rear wall. 

Reverse:  In the center, a facsimile of John Hancock's bold signature; above near the rim, clockwise from 
10:00, in two lines:  "WORDS SPOKEN BY JOHN HANCOCK, AFTER SIGNING // THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE"; below that, an arc of 13 six-pointed stars; below the signature, 
in five lines, the last two curved:  "THERE! JOHN BULL // CAN READ THAT NAME // WITHOUT 
SPECTACLES, // NOW LET HIM // DOUBLE HIS REWARD". 

Baker describes this as a variety under his number 391G by saying:  Obverse as reverse of 391 [the 
Hancock signature die].  Rv.  As reverse of 389 (Declaration scene, DEMAREST omitted).. 

Cross-refs:  Variety of B-391G. 

Diameter:  42.1 mm.  Edge:  Plain  

Alloy No. 

White Metal 230wm 

  

 

Proxy Pix. 
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240.  (Mule 6) 100th Anniversary/Hancock Quote  

 (1.8 x) (1.8 x) 

Obverse:  Undraped bust of George Washington to right; "Lovett" in truncation; above, around clockwise 
from 7:00:  "TO COMMEMORATE THE 100TH  ANNIVERSARY OF"; below, counterclockwise 
around from 7:00 in two lines:  "THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE"; around the outside an 
ornamental border consisting of a repeating sequence of three elements:  1) four horsemen galloping to 
left, 2) three platoons of infantry, and 3) a four-petaled floret; arranged in the following sequence, each 
element separated with a floret, clockwise from 12:00:  two infantry, two horsemen, infantry, horsemen, 
infantry, horsemen. 

Reverse:  In the center, a facsimile of John Hancock's bold signature; above near the rim, clockwise from 
10:00, in two lines:  "WORDS SPOKEN BY JOHN HANCOCK, AFTER SIGNING // THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE"; below that, an arc of 13 six-pointed stars; below the signature, 
in five lines, the last two curved:  "THERE! JOHN BULL // CAN READ THAT NAME // WITHOUT 
SPECTACLES, // NOW LET HIM // DOUBLE HIS REWARD". 

Cross-refs:  B-391, F-51, H-37. 

Diameter:  41.8 mm.  Edge:  Plain  

Alloy No.  

Silver 240si 

Bronze 240bz 

White Metal 240wm 

 



Declaration of Independence Medals 
   

Declaration of Independence 131119 24 of 61       © 2013, Ron Abler 

250.  (Mule 7) 100th Anniversary/Colonial Independence 

 

 (1.9 x) (1.9 x) 

Obverse:  Undraped bust of George Washington to right; "Lovett" in truncation; above, around clockwise 
from 7:00:  "TO COMMEMORATE THE 100TH  ANNIVERSARY OF"; below, counterclockwise 
around from 7:00 in two lines:  "THE DECLARATION OF // INDEPENDENCE"; around the outside an 
ornamental border consisting of a repeating sequence of three elements:  1) four horsemen galloping to 
left, 2) three platoons of infantry, and 3) a four-petaled floret; arranged in the following sequence, each 
element separated with a floret, clockwise from 12:00:  two infantry, two horsemen, infantry, horsemen, 
infantry, horsemen. 

Reverse:  Around, clockwise from 9:00:  "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA"; beneath, in seven straight 
lines:  "IN // COMMEMORATION // OF THE // CENTENNIAL // OF // COLONIAL // 
INDEPENDENCE // 1876"; below, counterclockwise around from 7:00:  "PAT.NOV.3.1874 H&L". 

Cross-refs:  B-390 

Diameter:  40 mm.  Edge:    Flip:        

Alloy No. 

Bronze 250bz 

White Metal 250wm  

  

  

Proxy Pix 
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260.  (Mule 8) Committee of Five / Colonial Independence 

 (1.8 x) (1.8 x) 

Obverse:  A copy of Trumbull's painting depicting the Declaration of Independence committee 
submitting its report to Congress in 1776; above, in two straight lines:  "THE / DECLARATION"; below 
in two straight lines:  "OF INDEPENDENCE / 1776".  Type 2a of the Trumbull depictions, without 
"DEMAREST, SC" and with the standing figure to immediate right of rightmost window on rear wall. 

Reverse:  Around, clockwise from 9:00:  "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA"; in seven straight lines:  
"IN // COMMEMORATION // OF THE // CENTENNIAL // OF // COLONIAL // INDEPENDENCE // 
1876"; below, counterclockwise around from 7:00:  "PAT.NOV.3.1874 H&L". 

Cross-refs:  HK-74-74b 

Diameter:  42.1 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Bronze 260bz 

Brass 260bs 

White Metal 260wm  
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270.  (Mule 9) Committee of Five 1a / Committee of Five 1b 

 

 (1.9 x) (1.9 x) 

Obverse:  A copy of Trumbull's painting depicting the Declaration of Independence committee 
submitting its report to Congress in 1776; above, in two straight lines:  "THE // DECLARATION"; below 
in two straight lines:  "OF INDEPENDENCE // 1776;  Type 1a of the Trumbull depictions, without 
"DEMAREST, SC" and without the standing figure to immediate right of rightmost window on rear wall.. 

Reverse:  A copy of Trumbull's painting depicting the Declaration of Independence committee 
submitting its report to Congress in 1776; above, in two straight lines:  "THE // DECLARATION"; below 
in two straight lines:  "OF INDEPENDENCE // 1776; in exergue:  DEMAREST. SC."  Type 1b of the 
Trumbull depictions, with "DEMAREST, SC" and without the standing figure to immediate right of 
rightmost window on rear wall.. 

This is an unusual medal, in that one seldom sees two suxch similar designs muled. Together. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Diameter:  40 mm.  Edge:   Plain 

Alloy No. 

White Metal 270wm 

  

  

Publication fees 
paid to the 

American Numismatic Society. 



Declaration of Independence Medals 
   

© 2013, Ron Abler 27 of 61  Declaration of Independence 131119 

 

 

This advertisement appeared in the Macon (Georgia) 
Telegraph and Messenger on May 21, 1876.  The other 
side of the pictured medal is not shown, so we cannot 
tell exactly which Trumbull-inspired Declaration of 
Independence medals might exist in gold- and silver-
plated albata (German silver), but it is something to 
look for.  One possible way to distinguish between 
plated albata medals and plated white-metal medals 
would be by their specific gravities.  The specific 
gravity of albata is 8.6, and that of white metal is 7.1.   

For a more detailed study of the Committee of Five 
Types, see the diagrams below. 

For a detailed interactive study of the original painting 
by John Trumbull, check out: 

http://www.quiz-tree.com/Declaration-of-Independence-
Trumbull.html 

  

 

http://www.quiz-tree.com/Declaration-of-Independence-Trumbull.html
http://www.quiz-tree.com/Declaration-of-Independence-Trumbull.html
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Vignette from Trumbull’s “Declaration of 
Independence” 

280.  Signing of the Declaration of Independence 
 

 

 (2.6 x) (2.6 x) 

Obverse:  The inscription from 8:00 through 4:00 states:  SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE”; that may be, but the scene depicted is a dead ringer (see vignette above) for 
Trumbull’s painting.  From left to right, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Robert 
Livingston, and Roger Sherman present their draft of the Declaration to John Hancock (seated), President 
of the Second Continental Congress, while Charles Thomson, the Secretary looks on.  (The inscription is 
incorrect.  This is not the signing but rather the Presentation of the Declaration by the Committee of Five, 
as confirmed in the vignette of Trumbull’s painting of that title.) 

Reverse:  Blank 

This medal may not have been issued for the Centennial, but if it is, and until it can be established that it 
is not, this is where it belongs. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Diameter:  31.8 mm Edge:  ? 

Alloy No. 

Bronze 280bz 

  

Photo courtesy of 
George Peck 
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290.  Declaration of Independence Signers/Text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 (x) (x) 

Obverse:  Per Frossard 74:  “Forty-eight figures of the signers, each one a correct likeness, are disposed 
in two horizontal lines; an upper, irregular; and a lower, nearly straight.  The upper figures from left to 
right, appear in the following order; Wm. Paca, Samuel Chase, Richard Stockton, Lewis Morris, Wm. 
Floyd, Arthur Middleton, Steph. Hopkins, William Ellery, Geo. Clymer, John Adams, Roger Sherman, 
Rob. R. Livingston, Th. Jefferson, Benj. Franklin, Wm. Williams, Oliver Wolcott, Chas. Thompson, John 
Hancock, Geo. Read, John Dickinson, Edward Rutledge.  The lower figures, from left to right, in a nearly 
straight line, represent the following signers: George Wythe, Wm. Whipple, Joseph Bartlett, Thomas 
Lynch, Jr., Benj. Harrison, Richard Henry Lee, Saml. Adams, George Clinton, Thos. Hayward, Jr., Chas. 
Carroll of Carrollton, Robt. Morris, Thomas Willing, Benjamin Rush, Elbridge Gerry, Robert Treat Paine, 
William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, Geo. Walton, James Wilson, Abraham Clark, Francis Hopkinson, 
Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lewis, John Witherspoon, Samuel Huntington, Thomas M. Kean, Philip 
Livingston.” 

Reverse:  Per Frossard 74:  “The text of the Declaration of Independence, with the names of signers, 
arranged on two tablets, surrounded by arabesque scrollwork.” 

Per Frossard:  “This is an electrotype of an ivory carving copied from Trumbull’s painting of the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence.” 

Cross-refs:  F-74 

Diameter:  152.4 mm.  Edge:   

Alloy No. 

 290 
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300.  100th Anniversary/Centennial of Independence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 (x) (x) 

Obverse:  Per Holland 114:  “Head of Washington to L. wreath of oak and olive tied, 100TH  
ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE  * JULY 4, 1876 *” 

Reverse:   Per Holland 114:  “Naked bust of Washington to R. surrounded by thirty-four stars in a circle, 
and outside, THE CENTENNIAL YEAR OF OUR NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE 1876.” 

Cross-refs:  H-114. 

Diameter:  33.3 mm.  Edge:  ? 

Alloy No. 

Silver 300si 
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310.  Wash Bust R/grain and tools in wreath 

 

 (x) (x) 

Obverse:  Per Holland 143:  ‘Head of Washington to right, surrounded by thirteen stars, 1776; around, 
"FIRST IN WAR, FIRST IN PEACE, FIRST IN THE HEART OF HIS COUNTRYMEN"’. 

Reverse:  Per Holland:  “A stack of grain and agriculture implements 1876 in a wreath tied.” 

Per Holland:  “The medal is of some soft metal gilt;  and hangs by two eagle heads from a silken U.S. flag 
attached to a pin marked CENTENNIAL and on the back MORSE & CO 5 COURTLANDT ST N Y  
Size 19.  The execution is very poor.” 

Cross-refs:  H-143. 

Diameter:  30.2 mm.  Edge:   

Alloy No. 

Gilt 310gi 
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320.  Washington Bust L/"First in War…" 

 (1.8x) (1.8 x) 

Obverse:  Large undraped bust of Washington to left; at the left, around near the rim:  " GEORGE"; at 
the right, around, near the rim:  "WASHINGTON";  in the truncation:  "U S M CO". 

Reverse:  In seven lines, the first three and the seventh curved:  "FIRST IN WAR // FIRST IN PEACE, // 
FIRST IN THE // HEARTS // OF THE // AMERICAN // PEOPLE"; beneath that, counterclockwise 
around from 9:00:  BORN, FEB. 22, 1732   DIED, DEC. 14, 1799";  beneath that, clockwise from 6:00:  
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE, 
1876"; the underline of the "TH" in "100TH" consists of a small dot under each letter; finally, there is a 
six-pointed star at 6:00 separating the beginning and the end of the text. 

“First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen” was written by Congressman Henry 
Lee III, in 1799, as part of a proclamation adopted by Congress on the death of George Washington.  This 
was the same Henry Lee who earned the nickname of “Lighthorse Harry” in recognition of his superb 
horsemanship while serving as a Lieutenant General in command of a mixed corps of infantry and cavalry 
that came to be known as “Lee’s Legion” during the Revolutionary War.  The quote was later used by 
soon-to-be Chief Justice John Marshall, who, as Washington’s personal friend, offered Washington’s 
eulogy to Congress. 

Cross-refs:  B-406, F-55, H-91. 

Diameter:  42.2 mm.  Edge:   

Alloy No. 

Silver 320si    

Gilt 320gi    

Bronze 320bz    

White Metal 320wm    
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330.  GW Nude Bust R/GW Draped Bust L 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 (2.7 x) (2.7 x) 

Obverse:  Undraped Washington bust to right; at left:  "GEORGE"; at right:  "WASHINGTON"; around 
clockwise from 8:30:  "FIRST IN WAR, FIRST IN PEACE"; below that clockwise from 10:00:  "AND 
FIRST IN"; counterclockwise from7:300:  "THE HEARTS"; below that counterclockwise from 8:30:  OF 
HIS COUNTRYMEN". 

Reverse:  Within a wreath of two olive boughs, crossing at 6:00, civilian draped bust of Washington to 
left; outside the wreath, around, counterclockwise from 11:00:  "WASHINGTON THE FATHER OF 
OUR COUNTRY"; at 12:00 is a raised dot, perhaps used to mark the spot for a suspension hole. 

Cross-refs:  B-471M 

Diameter:  28 mm.  Edge:    Flip:     Rim:   

Alloy No. 

White Metal 330wm 

  

Images courtesy of 
Bowers and Merena 
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340.  Von Steuben/Washington 

 (2.5x) (2.5x) 

Obverse:  Within a denticled rim, unclothed pigtailed bust of washington to right; to left:  "17"; to right: 
"76"; below: "GEORGE WASHINGTON"; clcokwise around from 8:00:  IN COMMEMORATION OF 
OUR INDEPENDENCE", flanked left and right by a five-pointed star. 

Reverse:  Within a denticled rim, a military-uniformed bust of Von Steuben, three-quarters left; to left:  
"17"; to right:  "76"; below, BARON FRIEDRICH WM VON STEUBEN; clcokwise around from 9:00:  
IN COMMEMORATION OF OUR INDEPENDENCE", flanked left and right by a five-pointed star. 

Usually seen with a soldered loop at 12:00 for susoension.  Joe Levine opines that this is indeed an 1876 
medal. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Diameter:  32.4 mm.  Edge:  Plain   

Alloy No. 

Gilt 340gi 

Bronze 340bz 
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350  Eternal Vigilance/Thank Providence 

 (2x) (2x) 

Obverse:  A standing robed Lady Liberty hold a wreath over the head of a genuflecting Vigilance in the 
person of a Roman Centurion; to right, a pedestal, against which lean a sword and American shield, 
supports a bust of Washington; around clockwise from 8:30:  "ETERNAL VIGILANCE IS THE PRICE 
OF LIBERTY";  in exergue:   "GEO. WASHINGTON // 1776. 

Reverse:  Within a laurel wreath:  in nine lines, the top one curved:  THANK PROVIDENCE // 
REFOICE! // 100 YEARS // A FREE REPUBLIC // BLESS IT IN FUTURE // WITH PEACE & // 
PROSPERITY //JULY 4TH // 1876; above, an eagle displayed, standing on a U.S. shield with three arrow 
points to left and a laurel wreath to right.. 

Cross-refs:  B-A393. 

Sculptor:  Carl Stubenrauch. 

Diameter:  40 mm.  Edge:   

Alloy No.  

Bronze 350bz    

Photos courtesy of 
Fred Hilken. 
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360.  GW Draped Bust L/In Memory of The Centenary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 (3 x) (3 x) 

Obverse:  Draped bust left, above around "GEORGE WASHINGTON 1876"; below "* 1876 *" 

Reverse:  Eagle with half-spread wings surmounts a U.S. shield with 13 stars in chief; a scroll above a 
lettered: "E PLURIBUS UNUM";  around,  "IN MEMORY OF THE CENTENARY". 

Cross-refs:  B-407 

Diameter:  25 mm.  Edge:   Reeded and Plain  

Alloy No. 

Gilt 360gi 

Bronze 360z 

White Metal 360wm 

According to Rich Hatzog in his Mail Bid Sale 11 7 NOV. 2006, Lot #2521, "In Memory of the 
Centenary George Washington Medal, 1876:   Baker, Collins. Rulau, and Fuld were all mystified about 
this piece.  The mystery is solved by comparing it to the Spade Guinea Imitations in the Brunk collection, 
some of which are the same style, and like this piece are holed for suspension to be worn at celebrations.” 

The similarity between this medal 
and the original spade guinea (and 
its imitations) is striking, as can be 
seen when comparing it to the 1787 
original at the right. 

  

  Photos courtesy 
of Stack’s 
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370.  GW/Independence Hall 

 (2.5x) (2.5x) 

Obverse:  Independence Hall with outbuildings to left and right; above, clockwise around from 9:00 in 
two lines:  “IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE CENTENNIAL // JULY 4TH, 1876”; in exergue, in three 
lines: “INDEPENDENCE HALL // AS IN // 1776”. 

Reverse:  Bust of George Washington in civil dress, three-quarters left; above, clockwise around from 
9:00 in two lines:  “FIRST IN WAR, FIRST IN PEACE, FIRST IN THE / HEARTS OF HIS 
COUNTRYMEN”; BELOW:  “G

o
 WASHINGTON” with two dots below the letter O. 

Cross-refs:  B-393. 

Diameter:  32 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Bronze 370bz 

White Metal 370wm 
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380.  Lib Bell/Indep Hall as in 1876, large (22.8 mm) 

 (3.6 x) (3.6 x) 

Obverse:  Independence Hall with its two flanking outbuildings; around the denticled rim, clockwise 
from 8:30:  "IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE CENTENNIAL 1876"; below, in three lines, the first two 
curved and the third staright:  "INDEPENDENCE / HALL / AS IN 1776". 

Reverse:  The cracked Liberty Bell without its yoke; on the bell:  "1753", the year in which it was first 
hung, first rung, and cracked; along the denticled rim, below, counterclockwise from 7:00:  1776-1876" 
flanked left and right by two five-pointed stars; clockwise from 7:30:  "PROCLAIM LIBERTY 
THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND". 

All inscriptions are in a font with serifs. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Diameter:  22.8 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Gilt 380gi 

Silver Plate 380sp 

Bronze 380bz 

White Metal 380wm 
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390.  Lib Bell/Indep Hall as in 1876, small (22.2 mm) 

 (3.4 x) (3.4 x) 

Obverse:  Same as above with four exceptions:  smaller in diameter (22.2 mm vs. 22.8 mm), thinner (1.3 
mm vs. 2.2 mm), plain rim (vice denticled), and the inscriptions are rendered in a sans serif font.  Thus:  
the cracked Liberty Bell without its yoke; on the bell:  "1753", the year in which it was first hung, first 
rung, and cracked; along the plain rim, below, counterclockwise from 7:00:  1776-1876" flanked left and 
right by two five-pointed stars; clockwise from 7:30:  "PROCLAIM LIBERTY THROUGHOUT ALL 
THE LAND". 

Reverse:  Same as above with five differences:  smaller and thinner with sans serif font, plus the 
inscription below Independence Hall is in two (vice three) straight lines, and the rim is plain (vice 
dentilced):.  Thus, Independence Hall with its two flanking outbuildings; around the plain rim, clockwise 
from 8:30:  "IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE CENTENNIAL 1876"; below, in two straight lines:  
"INDEPENDENCE HALL / AS IN 1776". 

The inscriptions are in a sans-serif font. 

Cross-refs:  F-69, H-156. 

Diameter:  22.2 mm.  Edge:    

Alloy No.        Note          

Gilt 390gi    

Bronze 398bz    
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400.  GW/Fit Keystone 

 (2.6 x) (2.6 x) 

Obverse:  In a circular disc surrounded by a continuous oak wreath, an undraped bust of George 
Washington right; the whole within a keystone-shaped tablet; above, part of the Washington crest 
consisting of griffin rising from a crown; to left:  "1732"; to right: "1799"; below, Washington's 
monogram:  "GW". 

Reverse:  Above, around from 9:30 to 3:30, an arch consisting of a keystone in the center and two blocks 
on either side;  the first block is inscribed:  "1776 // I. F. W // DES ";  the second blockis inscribed:  
"WASH"; the capstone "IN"; and the next block "GTON", togethewr spelling out "WASHINGTON"; and 
the final block in three lines:  "1876 // G. H. L // FEC"; beneath, in six lines, the first and last two curved:  
"FIT KEYSTONE // IN THE // TRIUMPHAL // ARCH // WHICH SPANS // THE NATION’S 
CENTURY". 

(Collins 325)  Struck by George Hampden Lovett and published by Isaac F. Wood, both of New York. 

Cross-refs:  B-408. 

Diameter:  31.4 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No.  

Silver 400si 

Bronze 400bz 

White Metal 400wm 
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410.  GW Lover of Peace/Washington Elm 

 (2x) (2x) 

Obverse:  In a depressed disc surrounded by a raised border:  an undraped bust of George Washington 
right; in truncation:  LOVETT"; above, clockwise from 10:00:  "1776 — 100 YEARS — 1875"; below, 
counterclockwise from 8:00:  "I.F.W. DES."; from 5:00:  "G.H.L. FEC."; in the raised border:  at 9:00 and 
3:00, a sword and olive branch crossed; clockwise from 10:00:  "THE LOVER OF PEACE'; 
counterclockwise from 8:30 in two lines:  "FOR THE COLONIES' BIRTHRIGHT // HE ESPOUSED 
THE SWORD". 

Reverse:  Undraped bust of George Washington right; in truncation:  "LOVETT"; below:   "G.H.L"; 
around to left:  "GEORGE"; to right:  "WASHINGTON".  (Same as obverse of Baker 296.) 

Cross-refs:  B-436. 

Diameter:  39.8 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Bronze 410bz 

White Metal 410wm 

The story of George Washington formally taking command of the Continental Army in the shade of an 
elm tree in Cambridge Common in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on July 3, 1775, has been around since the 
1830s.  It is known that Washington did indeed take command in Cambridge on July 3, 1775, but there is 
no evidence that it took place under a specific elm tree.  The story received the imprimatur of historical 
fact when the Ladies Centennial Committee published the fictitious Diary of Dorothy Dudley in 1876.  
No harm was intended, though, since this type of literary convention was common in the nineteenth 
century, and George Washington was a particularly popular subject for allegorical stories intended to 
inspire readers.  (Two other Centennial medals commemorate a similar example in Washington’s “I 
cannot tell a lie” cherry-tree confession, which was invented by Parson Mason Weems, an Anglican 
minister and itinerant bible salesman, who used the story as a parable on honesty.) 

Fittingly, the Washington Elm and its legend suffered nearly simultaneous demises.  The tree succumbed 
to disease in 1923, and two years later the Cambridge Historical Society officially debunked the legend, 
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stating that the plaque which still marks the site of the original elm is there not because Washington ever 
stood there, but as a monument to the belief that he did.  But legends are indeed stubborn things.  In 1945, 
a newly published bibliography of American historical diaries written before 1861 received wide 
distribution to libraries and colleges nationwide.  To this day, school textbooks, “authoritative” histories, 
and even modern websites retell as fact the story of the Washington Elm. 
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420.  GW Lover of Peace/GW Undraped Bust Right 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 (2.9x) (2.9x) 

Obverse:  Undraped bust of Washington to right; on truncation:  “LOVETT”; “GW” monogram below; 
around:  “1775 – 100 YEARS – 1875 / 1.F.W. DES. G.H.L. FEC.” 

Reverse:  Undraped bust of George Washington right; in truncation:  "LOVETT"; below:   "G.H.L"; 
around to left:  "GEORGE"; to right:  "WASHINGTON".  (Same as obverse of Baker 296.) 

Cross-refs:  B-437. 

Diameter:  27 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Bronze 420bz 
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430.  George Washington Undraped Bust Right / Martha 
Washington Bust Left 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 (2.9x) (2.9x) 

Obverse:  Undraped bust of Washington to right; on truncation:  “LOVETT”; “GW” monogram below; 
around:  “1775 – 100 YEARS – 1875 / 1.F.W. DES. G.H.L. FEC.” 

Reverse:  Undraped bust of George Washington right; to left:  "GEORGE"; to right: "WASHINGTON"; 
above, clockwise from 8:30 in two lines:  "FIRST IN WAR, FIRST IN PEACE // AND FIRST IN"; 
below, counterclockwise from 8:00, also in teo lines:  "THE HEARTS // OF HIS COUNTRYMEN; a 
dash separates the two inscriptions. (As obverse of Baker 240.) 

Cross-refs:  B-437M. 

Diameter:  27 mm.  Edge:   Plain   

Alloy No. 

Bronze 430bz 
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440.  GW Nude Bust R/MW Bust L 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 (2.9x) (2.9x) 

Obverse:  Undraped bust of George Washington right; "LOVETT" on the truncation; below:  "G.H.L."; 
to left, clockwise from 8:30:  "GEORGE"; to right, clockwise from 2:00:  "WASHINGTON". 

Reverse:  Bust of Martha Washington left, in blouse and bonnet, within a wreath of two crossed laurel 
branches, untied; around, clockwise from 7:00:  "THE 100TH. YEAR OF OUR INDEPENDENCE"; 
below:  "1876".  There is a small pellet at 12:00 near the rim, perhaps a mark for piercing. 

Cross-refs:  B-413. 

Diameter:  27.7 mm.  Edge:  Plain  

Alloy No. 

Bronze 440bz 

White Metal 440wm 
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450.  GW Draped Bust L/MW Bust L 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 (2.9x) (2.9x) 

Obverse:  Draped bust of George Washington to left within a wreath of two crossed laurel branches, 
untied; around, counterclockwise from 11:00:  "WASHINGTON THE FATHER OF OUR COUNTRY".  
There is a small pellet at 12:00 near the rim, perhaps a mark for piercing. 

Reverse:  Bust of Martha Washington left, in blouse and bonnet, within a wreathof two crossed laurel 
branches, untied; around, clockwise from 7:00:  "THE 100TH. YEAR OF OUR INDEPENDENCE"; 
below:  "1876".  There is a small pellet at 12:00 near the rim, perhaps a mark for piercing. 

Cross-refs:  B-414. 

Diameter:  27.7 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Bronze 450bz 

White Metal 450wm 
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460.  Martha Bust L/"Martha Washington Memorial Medal" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 (2.9x) (2.9x) 

Obverse:  Bust of Martha Washington left, in blouse and bonnet, within a wreathof two crossed laurel 
branches, untied; around, clockwise from 7:00:  "THE 100TH YEAR OF OUR INDEPENDENCE"; 
below:  "1876".  There is a small pellet at 12:00 near the rim, perhaps a mark for piercing. 

Reverse:  Within a similar, larger, laurel wreath, a scroll disposed in six folds, inscribed:  "MARTHA // 
WASHINGTON // MEMORIAL // MEDAL". 

Cross-refs:  F-63, H-149. 

Diameter:  27.7 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No.        Note          

Silver 460si   

Bronze 460bz   

White Metal 460wm   

Composition 460cm  Holland 149 (q.v.) states “The Rev. was also struck in a composition, 
       colored blue and red, with no obverse.” 
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470.  "Martha Washington Memorial Medal"/Blank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 (2.7 x) (2.7 x) 

Obverse:  According to Holland, in describing his #149, "the reverse [of the Martha Washington 
Memorial Medal]  was also struck in a composition, colored blue and red, with no obverse; thus:  within a 
similar, larger, laurel wreath, a scroll disposed in six folds, inscribed:  "MARTHA // WASHINGTON // 
MEMORIAL // MEDAL". 

Reverse:  Blank 

Cross-refs:  Variety of H-149. 

Diameter:  26.5 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Composition 470cm 
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480. Seated Liberty/General Washington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 (2.2x) (2.2x) 

Obverse:  A representation of Liberty designed by Soley, reminiscent of the Trade Dollar; seated facing 
left, an olive branch in her right hand offering peace to a ship sailing towards her; at her left side is a 
keystone-shaped shield on which a set of scales and a square promise justice; behind her are two flags 
unfurled over the land on which a train steams toward her and a plow rests in a field; above around from 
10:00 to 2:00:  "FREE AND UNITED STATES"; below: "1876". 

Reverse:  Large undraped bust of George Washington to right; at left:  "GENERAL"; at right:  
"WASHINGTON"; in the truncation of the neck:  "1776.". 

Cross-refs:  B-405, F-314, H-39, HK-52-55a. 

(As can be seen from the reverse image, Holland 39 is in error when it states that the date in truncation 
under the bust of Washington is “1776.”) 

Diameter:  37.7 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Silver 480si 

Gilt 480gi    

Bronze 480bz 

White Metal 480wm 
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Proxy Pix 

490. General Washington/Blank 

 (2.2x) (2.2x) 

Obverse:  Per Holland:  “Large undraped bust of George Washington to right; at left:  "GENERAL"; at 
right:  "WASHINGTON"; in the truncation of the neck:  ‘1876’.” 

Reverse:  Per Holland:  “Blank, with a border of arabesque curves.” 

Cross-refs:  H-98. 

(Though I have not seen this medal, I suspect that Holland intended “1776” vice “1876” in his description 
of the obverse, as also found in H-38 and H-39.} 

Diameter:  37.7 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Silver 490si 

Bronze 490bz 

White Metal 490wm 
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500.  Seated Liberty/Independence Hall "Birthplace" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 (2.2x) (2.2x) 

Obverse:  A representation of Liberty designed by Soley, reminiscent of the Trade Dollar; seated facing 
left, an olive branch in her right hand offering peace to a ship sailing towards her; at her left side is a 
keystone-shaped shield on which a set of scales and a square promise justice; behind her are two flags 
unfurled over the land on which a train steams toward her and a plow rests in a field; above around from 
10:00 to 2:00:  "FREE AND UNITED STATES"; below: "1876". 

Reverse:  Independence Hall with its outbuildings right and left as in 1876; above, clockwise from 10:00:  
"BIRTH PLACE OF AMERICAN"; below in two lines:  “INDEPENDENCE / 1776". 

Cross-refs:  F-313, H-41, HK-48-51. 

Diameter:  37.7 mm.  Edge:  Plain  

Alloy No. 

Silver 500si 

Gilt 500gi 

Bronze 500bz 

White Metal 500wm 

  

Photos courtesy of 
Jeff Shevlin 
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510.  Seated Liberty/Blank with border 

 (x) (x) 

Obverse:  A representation of Liberty, reminiscent of the Trade Dollar; seated facing left, an olive branch 
in her right hand offering peace to a ship sailing towards her; at her left side is a keystone-shaped shield 
on which a set of scales and a square promise justice; behind her are two flags unfurled over the land on 
which a train steams toward her and a plow rests in a field; above around from 10:00 to 2:00:  "FREE 
AND UNITED STATES"; below: "1876". 

Reverse:  Blank, with a border of curves. 

Cross-refs:  H-100. 

Diameter:  37.7 mm.  Edge:  Plain   

Alloy No. 

Silver 510si    

  

Proxy Pix 
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520.  Liberty Head/Spread Eagle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 (3.5 x) (3.5 x) 

Obverse:  Draped bust of Liberty to left, similar to the Braided Hair cent of 1839-1857; "LIBERTY" in 
crown; surrounded by thirteen five-pointed stars. 

Reverse:  A spread eagle, head to left; laurel branch in its right talon, three arrows in its left; above, 
clockwise around from 11:00:  "1876"; below, counterclockwise from 8:00:  "CENTENNIAL". 

Crudely executed; even the diameter varies from sample to sample, as well as on individual medals, 
which are often out of round. 

Cross-refs:  H-154. 

Diameter:  23.5 mm.  Edge:  Plain   

Alloy No. 

Gilt 520gi 

Bronze 520bz 
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530.  Spread Eagle/Blank 

 (x) (x) 

Obverse:  A spread eagle, head to left; laurel branch in its right talon, three arrows in its left; above, 
clockwise around from 11:00:  "1876"; below, counterclockwise from 8:00:  "CENTENNIAL". 

Reverse:  Blank. 

Cross-refs:  Variety of and listed under H-154. 

Diameter:  23.8 mm.  Edge:   

Alloy No. 

Gilt 530gi 

Bronze 530bz 

  

Proxy Pix 
(Reverse 

Photoshopped) 
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540.  Liberty/Shield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 (x) (x) 

Obverse:  A circle of 27 stars surrounds a figure of Liberty holding a flag and a shield inscribed 
LIBERTY. 

Reverse:  : 4TH JULY CELEBRATION 1776 * 1876 around a circle enclosing a radiant shield. 

According to Holland, this celebration was held at Cincinnati, Ohio; available with integral loop and 
without the loop, though probably pierced.  According to Levine in his auction  6901: " in white metal, 
bright AU, slightly bent, rare -- the first we have seen." 

Cross-ref:  Holland 171 

Diameter:  28.6 mm.  Edge:  ? 

Alloy No. 

White Metal 540wm 
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Proxy Pix 
(reverse courtesy 
of Dave Baldwin) 

550.  Wash Bust Draped L/Standing Female 

 (x) (x) 

Obverse:  Draped bust of George Washington left, within a wreath composed of a palm branch left and 
an oak branch right, crossed and tied below; above, around, clockwise in two lines:  "100TH. 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION / OF INDEPENDENCE"; below, around counterclockwise, 
flanked on each side by a six-pointed star"  "JULY 4, 1876"  (same obverse as Baker 271). 

Reverse:  Standing female facing right, with her left hand chiseling an inscription into a large rock;  
behind her, a globe rests on two stacked books. 

Cross-refs:  Baker 415C 

Diameter:  34 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

White Metal 550wm 
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560.  Diplomatic Medal Restrike 

 (1.2 x) (1.2 x) 

Obverse:  On a seaside quay, America (in the person of a barely draped Indian princess) sits on a throne, 
extends a cornucopia, and invites Commerce (in the person of a nearly naked Mercury) to survey bundles 
of merchandise ready for export while a ship steams into the scene from the right; around, clockwise from 
9:30:  "TO PEACE AND COMMERCE"; below the quay:  "IV JUL. MDCCLXXVI." (4 July 1776); in 
tiny letters below Mercury's left foot:  "DUPRE.F." (Augustin Dupré made it); in even smaller letters near 
the rim counterclockwise from 7:00:  "C. BARBER." (the sculptor) and from 5:00, the date "1876." 

Reverse:  The Arms of the United States; around, clockwise from 7:00:  "THE UNITED STATES" and 
from 2:30:  "OF AMERICA." followed by a small four-petaled rosette. 

Cross-refs:  J-CM15, L-19 

Diameter:  67.5 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Silver 560si 

Bronze 560bz 

The 1876 Restrike of the 1791 Diplomatic Medal 

In the latter part of the eighteenth century, it was the custom for host countries to present their departing 
diplomats with lavish gifts, usually containing precious metal valued as high as $2,500 (over $150,000 at 
May 2010 gold prices).  Apparently, this did not set well with President George Washington, as 
evidenced by his diary entry dated April 29, 1790, noting that he had directed his Secretary of State 
Thomas Jefferson to order the design and striking of a gold medal and chain for presentation to 
“Diplomatic characters when they return from that employment in this Country,” valued at about $500.  
Jefferson turned the matter over to his chargé d’affaires in Paris, William Short.  Jefferson’s instructions 
for the design specified a diameter of 30 lines (67.65 millimeters) and that one side of the medal must 
depict the arms of the United States.  He provided a description and several wax impressions of his vision 
for the arms.  Short hired Augustin Dupré, who designed and struck the initial run of medals.  In 1792, the 
dies and the medals (two in gold, six in bronze) were sent to America.  The two gold medals were 

Photo courtesy of 
Heritage Auction Galleries 
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presented to the Marquis de la Luzerne (French Minister to the United States from 1779 to 1784) and to 
the Count de Moustier (French Minister to the United States from 1787 to 1791).  Both recipients were 
forced to emigrate during the French Revolution, and it is presumed that their medals were ultimately 
melted.  Of the six bronze examples, three are known to have survived, one in the Princeton Numismatic 
Collection, and two in private collections.  The disposition of the dies is unknown, but they were lost and 
never found.  The so-called Diplomatic Medal had a short life, destined to be just a footnote in 
numismatic history. 

Here is where a gentleman named Jules Marcou entered the picture and rescued the Diplomatic Medal 
from oblivion.  In 1867, Marcou purchased a collection of American medals from a Parisian coin dealer 
named Bal.  Included in the lot was “a lead proof in two parts, waxed on a piece of board and in a frame, 
as the engravers of medals arrange the proofs of dies.”  Marcou was enticed by the proof because he had 
never seen nor heard of such a medal.  With Bal’s help he eventually traced the medal to the son of 
Augustin Dupré, who possessed silver and bronze versions of all his father’s medals.  Unfortunately, 
Dupré was ill and Marcou was never able to view his collection.  He was able to view the collection of a 
close friend of Dupré’s, Jacques Edouard Gatteaux, who had two of the medals in bronze.  Gatteaux was 
unwilling to part with either medal at any price.  At this point, the seeming curse of the Diplomatic Medal 
struck again.  Shortly after Marcou’s visit, Gatteaux’s entire collection was destroyed when the 
Communists burned his hotel in May, 1871, during the French civil war.  Even more unfortunately, the 
younger Dupré’s probably even more extensive collection was also somehow lost to the collecting world. 

Having learned that Congress had made an appropriation to strike medals for the Centennial Commission, 
Marcou wrote a letter on June 10, 1874, to Dr. H. R. Linderman, then Director of the Mint, and offered 
his original lead proof of the medal for the purpose of having it re-engraved and struck once again for the 
Centennial.  Two days later, Dr, Linderman replied and accepted the offer.  On October 10, 1874, Marcou 
sent the proofs to the Mint, and William Barber began work on a set of copy dies.  On December 6, 1875, 
the dies were completed in April, 1876.  A total of 86 pieces were struck. 

The story does not end with the 86 medals struck in 1876.  The Diplomatic Medal proved to be very 
popular, and it has been restruck frequently by the Mint, even to the present day.  Those struck in the 19th 
century are essentially indistinguishable from the 86 struck in 1876, but later restrikes do not exhibit the 
lovely chocolate-brown that we expect from the 19th century, and modern versions can be identified by 
their much lighter toffee color.- In spite of the fact that the original 1792 versions of the Diplomatic 
Medal are unobtainable (only three are known to exist), and the deep chocolate brown restrikes are 
definitely rare, the modern Mint restrikes ensure that every Centennial collection can (and should) include 
an example of this fascinating medal. 
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1792 Original 1876 Restrike

Comparison of 1792 and 1876 Diplomatic Medals

Obverses
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1792 Original 1876 Restrike

Comparison of 1792 and 1876 Diplomatic Medals

Reverses



Declaration of Independence Medals 
   

© 2013, Ron Abler 61 of 61  Declaration of Independence 131119 

  

570.  Washington Suspender Medal 

 (2.3x) (2.3 x) 

Obverse:  Undraped bust of Washington to left on a shield; flanked by flags left and right; surmounted by 
an eagle displayed (wings outstretched).  Hanging from a suspension hook embossed with a wing-high 
eagle to right; below, “1776” to left and “1876” to right. 

Reverse:  Blank.  The suspesion hook is a shell with the reverse being a negativeof its obverse. 

Cross-refs:  Not listed. 

Diameter:  36.1 mm.  Edge:  Plain 

Alloy No. 

Bronze 570bz 

White Metal 570wm 


